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Ar t Wosic k Trav els with So ybean 
Council to Indonesia, V ietnam

TRIP PROMOTES EXPORT OF
STATE'S COMMODITY

By Sue Matcha
The Walsh County Record - Grafton, ND

O
ne of the goals of the North Dakota
Soybean Council is to promote North
Dakota grown soybeans worldwide. In

January, the Council conducted a trade
mission to Vietnam and Indonesia to acquaint
team members with different markets in an
effort to determine customer needs, while
promoting the quality North Dakota soybean
producers have to offer. 

Art Wosick of rural Minto, who is the North
Dakota Soybean Council director for District 7,
was part of the delegation which traveled to
the Southeast Asian countries. He was
accompanied by four other state directors,
Vanessa Kummer of Colfax who is the vice
chairwoman of the United Soybean Board,
Kummer's husband Paul and the trip organizer,
Peter Mishek of Mishek, Inc. out of Omaha,
Neb., associated with AGP Incorporated, a
large exporter of soybeans.

According to Wosick, AGP has traders located
in many countries in Southeast Asia where
most of the soybeans imported are used by
feed mills to produce feed for livestock, and on
a larger scale for aqua farms (fish farms). The
delegation met with existing customers,

potential customers and soybean traders as
part of the trade mission.

Their first stop was in Hanoi to visit the Hung
Phat Feed Mill. The feed mill produces about
4,000 metric tons (mt) of feed a month. In the
afternoon, the delegation visited the Austfeed
Company which produces about 100,000 mt of
feed per year. The company has two mills in
Vietnam and is opening a third later this year.
That evening, the delegation from North
Dakota had a dinner meeting with the feed mill
executives, trading companies and embassy
officials.

According to Wosick, the Hung Phat Feed Mill
did not use soybeans imported from the U.S.
this year because of the price. The mill is
currently purchasing much of their soybeans
from Argentina, because of a cheaper market
price. In the past, the price of  soybeans
imported from the United States has generally
been about $15-$20 a ton higher than Indian
beans. The cost is now $60-$80 per ton higher.
Because of the large number of feed mills in
the country the market is very competitive. The
exchange rate on the U.S. dollar is also very
high, contributing to the need to purchase
soybeans from other countries.

"In Indonesia, they love our soybeans for the
quality," Art said. "The Vietnam market is more
concerned with the price."  CONTINUED - PAGE 3
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April is Soyfoods Month!

30 ND AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION’S HEART WALK AT

SCHEELS ARENA IN FARGO - SOYFOOD PROMOTION

MAY

18-20 ND MOTOR CARRIER’S ANNUAL CONVENTION IN GRAND

FORKS - SOY BIODIESEL PROMOTION

JUNE

9 ND AG RAIL BUSINESS COUNCIL MEETING IN BISMARCK

21 ND SOYBEAN COUNCIL BOARD MEETING IN FARGO

29-JULY 1 UNITED

SOYBEAN BOARD

MEETING IN MILWAUKEE,
WI 

Chair man ’s Comments
BY MONTE PETERSON OF VALLEY C ITY, ND

As the warmer weather descends upon us, we are all eager
for the flood issues to be behind us and to head back to

the fields.  According to USDA, soybean production in North
Dakota looks to be another excellent season.  Soybean
growers intend to plant 4.35 million acres, up 6 percent from
last year. If realized, this will surpass the record high of 4.10
million acres in 2010.  

As we head back to the fields this spring, production issues
and challenges are always on the forefront of our minds as
soybean farmers. Soybean Cyst Nematode (SCN) continues to
plague soybean farmers in our state, and the North Dakota
Soybean Council plans to be proactive this soybean season
on SCN.  The Council and the ND State University Extension
Service sponsored a two-day nematode workshop on March 9-
10 at the Fargo Holiday Inn for researchers, extension
personnel and key industry representatives.  The workshop
featured Dr. Greg Tylka, Extension Specialist and Nematologist
at Iowa State University.  Dr. Tylka has worked with nematodes
for 20 years and is a world leader in practical and applied
management of nematodes on soybeans.  This workshop was
excellent and received great reviews.  The Council will be
using the information learned to help educate fellow North
Dakota soybean farmers.  This summer, the Council will be
funding an educational SCN media campaign targeted to
producers.  So be sure to stay tuned for more SCN information
in the next couple months from the Council.  

I also urge all of you to sign up for our educational e-mails
sent periodically courtesy of the Council.  These e-mails
include valuable soybean production information, along with

other events and news of the Council.  See page eight and
send us your e-mail address today to stay informed.  

In January, I reported on the Council’s efforts to expand our
board from 8 to 12 members and from 8 to 12 districts.  The
Council believes the time is right to expand the depth and
breadth of the board in terms of expertise, ability to take on
new projects to bring greater value to soybean farmers and
expand the board's capacity to administer a larger budget to
fund more comprehensive programs and activities.  The
Council submitted a bill in January to the North Dakota
Legislature to redistrict the North Dakota Soybean Council.
House Bill 1302 was sponsored by Representatives Dennis
Johnson, Duane DeKrey, Phillip Mueller; and Senators Tim
Flakoll & Joe Miller.  

Our bill received support from both Ag Committees of the
House and Senate.  I am very happy to report our Bill has
passed the North Dakota House and the Senate and is now
waiting for Governor Dalrymple’s signature.  

Our board is especially excited about this legislation, for it will
enable the Council to better serve soybean farmers in North
Dakota and better utilize checkoff funds to continue boosting
the bottom line of soybean producers.  When our Bill is signed,
elections will be held in all twelve districts in early 2012, with
staggered terms established to ensure some consistency in
board membership.  More information on our Bill will be shared
in future newsletters, including election procedures.  Best of
luck this spring!  



APRIL 2011

Nor th Dak ota Dele ga tion to Indonesia,

V ietnam - Continued

Fifteen years ago, Vietnam imported less than 90,000 mt of
soybean meal and 30,000 mt of soybeans. The country is now
the largest importer of soybean meal in Asia at approximately
2.8 million tons and also imports 400,000 mt of whole
soybeans.

The second day of the tour took the group to An Phu Linh, one
of the large container soybean importers in North Vietnam,
where they observed the storage, cleaning and bagging of
soybeans imported by container and sold into the local market
in Phu Xuyen. They then visited Phu Dat, a large feed
company in the province of Thai Bin and were impressed by
the modern technology incorporated at both locations. 

"Most of the facilities were real modern. The people are hard
workers who run. There's nobody lazy there," Wosick said.
"The average wage for those workers is only about $150 a
month." 

The feed mills may have used modern technology, but that
was not the case in the fields where Wosick said he never saw
a tractor. He only saw one rice combine throughout the two
weeks of travel.

The last stop of the day was at Lam 
Son Company, a soybean processor 
specializing in soybeans for human 
consumption - usually tofu or soy milk, 
where the main concerns of the executives were the foreign
material in the soybeans they purchased from a company in
New Jersey, as well as the color change of the soybean meat
when purchased later in the United States crop year or in
beans that had been stored. They purchase all soybeans in 
containers and expressed their first criteria is the quality of the
bean, then the price when determining whom to buy from.

A trip to Nha Trang the next day took the group to the Long
Sin Limited Company, an aqua feed company located adjacent
to a tuna cannery. The company's founder and president,
Vincent Vuong, educated the delegation about the large
potential for aquaculture in Vietnam. Vuong purchases
soybean meal for protein and also re-processes the cut off
waste from the tuna cannery into feed grade fish meal,
manufacturing and selling about 300 mt of feed per month in
fish meal - approximately 15,000 mt of feed per year - primarily
for shrimp, with as much as 30 percent soy meal in the feed
mixture. The company, with nine facilities in the Nha Trang
province, also specializes in aquaculture and environmental
water management and supplies fish feed for three to five
other companies that produce sea bass and milk fish.

The fourth day of the mission brought the
delegation to a local hatchery and the
Vietnamese University that specializes in
aquaculture. Dr. Lai Van Hung, dean of the
faculty on aquaculture spoke about his
experimentation with vegetable protein in
shrimp feed which he feels is healthier and
more environmentally friendly than animal
and fish protein. He also spoke about
aquacultures' growing importance as a
food source and export for the country.

The Lai Thieu Feedmill Company located
in Ho Chi Minh City, formerly known as
Saigon, was the delegation's first stop on
day five of the trip. The third generation
company has two feed mills - one for swine
and one chicken feed mill, produces pet
food and is constructing an aquaculture or
fish feed mill.  CONTINUED - PAGE 4

Members of the North Dakota Soybean Council trade mission with employees at a soybean storage
facility in Vietnam include, front from left, ND Soybean Council Secretary Scott Gauslow of Colfax, two
Vietnamese employees, United Soybean Board Vice Chairwoman Vanessa Kummer of Colfax, and an
executive employee of the storage facility.  Back: Paul Kummer of Colfax, Peter Mishek of Mishek, Inc.
out of Omaha, NE, Jason Martodam of Mylo who is the director from District 8, ND Soybean Council
Chairman Monte Peterson of Valley City, Brent Kohls of Mayville who is a member of the ND Soybean
Growers Association, Art Wosick and Fadjar Setiawan, a trader who served as the trade mission tour
guide.
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Nor th Dak ota Dele ga tion 
to Indonesia, V ietnam 

Continued

Their largest facility bags all inputs and outputs, producing
about 40,000 mt of feed per month. 

The plant executives informed the delegation that the
Vietnamese government is encouraging more swine and
poultry production to feed the growing Vietnamese population
and has ended a 5 percent import tax on soy meal. The tour
then visited the Guyomarch Feed Mill, a French-owned
company that specializes in making feeds of layers for quail
and duck eggs as well as fish feed. Each feed mill produces
many different size feed pellets because of the different sizes
of the mouths of the fish.

The last day in Vietnam was spent at the Vinh Hoan Company
in Mekong Delta, a modern integrated aquaculture company
producing catfish and milk fish, resulting in about 600 mt of
finished fish products including catfish fillets for export. The
company also operates two feed mills and two fish processing
and packing plants.

The delegation's last evening in Vietnam was spent discussing
Vietnam's agricultural economy while developing a working
relationship with local buyers and traders, before leaving the
next morning for Jakarta, Indonesia.

In Jakarta, the delegation were guests of the Maersk Container
Company, visiting Tanjung Priok port and the UTC container
terminal port, the largest container port in Indonesia, where
each year 6 million containers enter and leave Indonesia.
While in Indonesia, they also toured the PT Sierad, one of the
largest local feed mill companies and slaughterhouses that
produces 100 percent of the chicken nuggets and patties for
Wendy's in Indonesia, and visited storage and cleaning
facilities of two of the largest soybean importers in the country,
observing how bulk soybeans were cleaned and bagged for
sale to local tofu and tempeh manufacturers. The final day of
their trip was spent on Sepia Island at an open ocean
aquaculture operation at Nuansa Karamba, enjoying the island
environment.

In the evenings, the group met with executives from local feed
companies, traders and livestock integrators and U.S.
Embassy FAS personnel, discussing future soybean and 

soybean meal business for North Dakota. Wosick said the
meetings accomplished what they were intended to, with three
new contracts secured for soybean exports from the United
States to the Southeast Asian countries.

According to Wosick, about 4 million acres of farmland in
North Dakota was planted to soybeans last year, resulting in a
superior quality soybean harvest. The crop could be valuable
to the Southeast Asian countries with populations which are
growing on the average of 8 percent per year. Their people
have a growing desire to live and eat better than their fathers
before them.

"Our North Dakota Soybean Council trip to Vietnam and
Indonesia was to educate the feed mills and traders about the
quality of our North Dakota soybeans," Wosick said. "The
traders all said they were happy with our quality. They were
happy to visit with U.S. farmers and asked a lot of questions
about 2011 soybean production in the United States."

Above: Members of the
North Dakota Soybean
Council delegation tour an
aqua farm in Vietnam.
The aqua farms are
supplied with feed from
feed mills that produce
pellets which contain
about 30 percent soybean
meal.

Left: The trade mission
delegation toured the UTC
container terminal at
Tanjung Priok port, in
Jakarta, the largest
container terminal in
Indonesia. Each year, 6
million containers enter
and leave Indonesia
through the terminal.
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Ne w Ex ecuti ve Of f icer s & Boar d Member 
For ND So ybean Council

N
ew executive officers were elected during the North
Dakota Soybean Council’s (NDSC) board meeting
March 29, 2011.  Monte Peterson of Valley City, ND

was re-elected chairman of the board.  Peterson has
represented farmers in District IV (Barnes,
Steele and Griggs Counties) for the past
five years.  Peterson is currently NDSC's
representative to the North Central
Soybean Research Program and Research
Committee Chairman for NDSC.

The board elected Scott Gauslow of
Colfax, ND as vice chairman. Gauslow
represents Richland County in District I.
Since 2007, Gauslow has been
representing NDSC on the Soy
Transportation Coalition (STC). 

Mike Beltz of Hillsboro, ND was elected
secretary.  As director of District V, Beltz
serves soybean farmers in Traill County.
Beltz currently represents NDSC on the
State Board of Agricultural Research and
Education board (SBARE) and the North

Dakota Rail Association.   

Emerado, ND soybean producer Jared
Hagert was re-elected to the position of
treasurer.  Hagert has been on the
North Dakota Soybean Council since
2007, and was president of the North
Dakota Soybean Growers Association
from 2005-2007. Hagert is also a North
Dakota board member of the United Soybean Board.
Furthermore, he currently represents NDSC as a board
member on the World Initiative for Soy in Human Health and

the US Soybean Export Council.

On April 1, 2011, NDSC welcomed
Harvey Pyle to the board.  Pyle, a
soybean producer from Casselton, ND,
was recently elected to a three-year term
on the NDSC board representing District

III, Cass County,  which is the top soybean producing county
in the United States.

During the 2011 Northern Soybean
Expo February 16th, Claude
Richard was honored for his
dedicated service with the North
Dakota Soybean Council for the last
six years with an appreciation
plaque.  At the March 29th board
meeting, NDSC bid Richard a fond
farewell with a cake (right).  Richard
had represented soybean farmers in Cass County since 2005.  

Hagert

Peterson

Beltz

Gauslow

Pyle
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ND So ybean F ar mer Sought
in R ur al Leader ship ND 

If you want to improve your farm or ranch operation, the North
Dakota State University Extension Service's Rural Leadership

North Dakota program can help. Rural Leadership North Dakota is
looking for participants for Class V which begins December 2011.

"RLND is designed for men and women who are dedicated to
strengthening agriculture and rural North Dakota," says Marie
Hvidsten, RLND program director. "The voice of agriculture
needs to be heard in the RLND Program. Robust discussions
can only take place when you have every industry in North
Dakota represented."

RLND participants attend ten seminars over 18 months where
they learn leadership skills; build networks across the state,
region and country; and participate in on-site visits to ag related
businesses. Seven in-state seminars run from Thursday noon to
Saturday noon. Three seminars are held out of state including
Minneapolis, Washington DC and Brazil.

The ND Soybean Council is seeking an interested North Dakota
soybean farmer to participate in the next class of Rural
Leadership North Dakota (RLND) Program.  Tuition and
expenses will be covered by the Council.  If you are a North
Dakota soybean farmer and interested in participating in the
2011-2013 RLND program, please contact the Council office at
(701) 239-7194 or toll-free at 1-888-469-6409.  For more
information and an application, please visit RLND's website at
www.ag.ndsu.edu/rlnd.  The deadline for applications is May 31st.
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Gl yphosa te &
Diseases 
of Field Cr ops

BY BERLIN NELSON JR., PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF

PLANT PATHOLOGY, NDSU

You may have heard about recent statements that
glyphosate use has increased susceptibility of

crops to diseases or that glyphosate is contributing to
an increase in plant diseases that may affect human
and animal health. These statements have appeared in
articles on the internet and have raised concern within
the agricultural community. This is an important issue to
address as Roundup Ready technology is widely used
in soybean production.  Plant scientists have been very
concerned about these statements, because the
scientific evidence to support these claims has not been
presented or evaluated by the scientific community.
There are three articles on the internet written by
scientists at Purdue, Iowa State and Ohio State
Universities that provide some background on this issue
and discuss reasons why these statements are not
supported by scientific evidence. These articles are
shown below. As a soybean plant pathologist with
NDSU, I have not seen any scientific evidence that
would indicate glyphosate is causing an increase in
soybean diseases or their severity in North Dakota. We
have some important diseases such as root rots and
soybean cyst nematode and we continue to conduct
research on how best to manage them to reduce
losses.  All claims about the effect of agricultural
chemicals on any plant disease or pathogen needs to
be based on solid scientific evidence. That is the only
way we can be certain of which claims are true and
which ones are false.

Read the following articles for more information:
http://www.btny.purdue.edu/weedscience/2011/Glyphos
atesImpact11.pdf (article by Camberato et al.)

http://www.weeds.iastate.edu/mgmt/2010/glyMndisease.
pdf (article by Hartzler)

http://www.agprofessional.com/soybeansrc.php?id=131
2000&page=5 (article by Dorrance)
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Feik en Pr aised f or Ser vice 
to So y Tr anspor ta tion
Coalition

At its annual meeting on December 15, 2010, the board of
directors of the Soy Transportation Coalition (STC) approved

new members to serve as chairman, vice chairman, and secretary-
treasurer.  Stepping down after serving three years as the
organization's founding vice chairman was LaMoure, ND soybean
producer Dennis Feiken.  

Since the Soy Transportation Coalition's inception in 2007, Feiken
has been one of the two representatives from the North Dakota
Soybean Council appointed to serve on the STC board.  Scott
Gauslow, a producer from Colfax, ND has been the other North
Dakota representative.  At the STC's first annual meeting in
December of 2007, the board of directors elected Feiken to serve
as the organization's first vice chairman and reelected him the next
two years to continue serving in this capacity.  In 2010, Feiken's
tenure on the North Dakota Soybean Council board concluded
upon reaching the organization's mandatory term limits.  Jason
Martodam, a soybean producer from Mylo, ND, was designated to
replace Feiken on the STC board.  

In expressing his appreciation for Feiken's service, Mike
Steenhoek, executive director of the Soy Transportation, said, "In
2007, the STC was a brand new organization with no track record
and a very daunting assignment - to improve the transportation
system that serves US agriculture.  The organization has become
a respected authority and an effective resource on behalf of the
soybean farmers of the country.  The success of the STC is
attributed to the quality leadership that Dennis and his fellow
soybean producers have provided.  Dennis' insight and guidance
will certainly be missed in the future." 

Dennis Feiken
(right), Scott
Gauslow
(middle), &
Jason
Martodam (left)
toured the
Panama Canal,
along with board
members of
STC in
conjunction with
the
organization's
annual meeting
on December
15-16, 2010.  
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Using BIODIESEL this
Planting Season

BY MEG CORP

As spring arrives and you prepare your checklist for planting
season, don't forget to make sure fuel is on the list.  With

the onset of warmer temperatures, spring is a great time to
begin using or increasing the level of biodiesel.  Both the
reinstatement of the $1.00/gallon biodiesel tax credit and the
EPA's 800 millions gallon bio-massed based diesel requirement
for 2011 (RFS2) should help to shrink the gap in price between
biodiesel and No. 2 diesel.  Biodiesel is home grown energy
which benefits farmers by adding about $2.42 (based on United
Soybean Board studies) to the price of a bushel of soybeans.

Biodiesel can be used in most existing diesel engines and fuel
injection equipment in blends up to 20 percent with no change
in performance.  Biodiesel adds much needed lubricity to
today's Ultra Low Sulfur diesel, protecting wear and tear on
engine parts.  All major engine manufacturers accept the use
of up to at least B5, and most agriculture engine companies
have said the use of biodiesel blends up to B20 will not void
their parts and workmanship warranties.  

Regardless of your use of biodiesel or not, routine
maintenance is the key to avoiding fuel related problems.
Take a few moments to run through the following checklist.

STORAGE TANK CHECKLIST:
w Check for water and sediment in tanks prior to fuel delivery.

Remove water or clean tanks 
if found.
w Monitor hoses, fill caps, vapor caps, 
gaskets and vents for leaks.
w Check fuel containment area for water regularly. Remove
water when accumulated
w Install a dispenser filter on a storage tank. This will keep
contaminants from progressing to the vehicle tanks.  
w If you have a dispenser filter, check it and change if
necessary.  

VEHICLE/EQUIPMENT CHECKLIST:
w Check fuel filters and change if necessary.  Follow OEM
specifications.
w Check fuel caps to make sure they are secured tightly.
w If you have a water separator, monitor and drain if it
contains water.

Work closely with your fuel distributor to ensure that you are
receiving a quality product and to minimize potential fuel
problems.  Ask your supplier if the fuel meets ASTM
specifications.  Always retain a one-quart sample of fuel at
delivery. Look at a sample of the fuel in a clear mason jar. The
fuel should be clear and bright.  If it is not clear and bright, do
not accept the fuel.  Save this sample until the next load of
fuel is delivered.

FINAL ITEM ON CHECKLIST: Fill your vehicle and storage tanks
with fuel after the planting season is over.  Keeping fuel tanks
full reduces the amount of air in the tank.  Air is the number
one source for water in fuel tanks and can also lead to
oxidation and degradation of fuel. 

Intr oducing F r uits ,
Veg eta bles & So yf oods
into Health y F amil y
Lif estyles
COURTESY OF THE SOYFOODS COUNCIL

Today there are many reasons why
parents should consider adding soyfoods

to family menus.  After recognizing the link
between diet, exercise and health, more families
have been making changes in their lifestyle. But that's
just the beginning. Increased fruit and vegetable consumption
and better nutrition are also on the to-do list. Soyfoods can
be part of a healthful diet, because they add protein without

adding cholesterol. Snacks are a great place to start.
Childhood habits lay the groundwork for a healthy

adulthood. Currently, approximately 16 % of the
country's medical costs are attributed to obesity.
Soyfoods are a healthful protein source that can
help fight "diabesity," a term that refers to the
escalating syndrome of obesity and diabetes.

April is Soyfoods Month!  Why not try a soy snack
this month.  Snacks are a good way to introduce

soyfoods along with fruits and vegetables to the family
diet. Edamame-steamed or microwaved in the pod-is a fun-
to-eat, healthful snack.  For recipes and/or more research
information, visit The Soyfoods Council’s website at
www.thesoyfoodscouncil.com.
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Office Hours: Monday thru
Friday w 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed State Holidays
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The Nor th Dak ota So ybean
Council Announces:

"T HE QUEST FOR E-M AIL

ADDRESS CONTEST "

YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS COULD BE WORTH

A TRIP TO THE 2012 COMMODITY CLASSIC

IN NASHVILLE , TENNESSEE

MARCH 1-3, 2012 
AT THE GAYLORD OPRYLAND HOTEL!

Send us your email address between now and December 1,
2011 and your name will be entered into a drawing to win

one complimentary Commodity Classic registration, round trip
airfare to Nashville for one and up to four nights lodging in
Nashville. 

You can enter the
contest by:

w Sending an email to
ND Soybean Council
Program Assistant 
Molly Fern at
mfern@ndsoybean.org
with your name,
address, telephone
number and email
address

The lucky recipient will
be announced on the
Council’s website,
www.ndsoybean.org,
on Friday, 
December 2, 2011.  

DON'T DELAY…ENTER TODAY AND GOOD LUCK!
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